Step-by-Step Guide: Registering to Testify, Submitting Written Testimony, and

Registering for Remote Testimony in the Idaho Legislature

Identifying the Committee and Legislation:

1. Visit the Idaho Legislature- Legislative Session Website:

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/

2. Navigate to the Bill Center:

Near the top of the page, find the "Bill Center" link.

3. Search for Specific Legislation:

Use the provided search tools to find the bill of interest.

Note the bill number, title, location (House or Senate) and the committee to which itis
assigned.

4. ldentify the Committee:

Determine the committee to which the bill belongs. This information is available in the
bill details, specifying whether it's in the Senate or House.

Register to Testify on Specific Legislation:

1. Visit the Idaho Legislature- Legislative Session Website:

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/

2. Navigate to Calendars and Agendas:

Second bullet point from the top of the page, find the "Calendars and Agendas" link.

3. Search for the Committee of Interest:

Select either Senate Committee Agendas or House Committee Agendas, they are the
two middle tabs at the top of the page.

From there select the committee in which the bill has been assigned.

4. Navigate to the Registration Page:

Note: Agendas are (typically) posted the day before a meeting. Agendas can be
updated/amended so it's important to check for updates periodically before the
meeting.

Confirm the bill of interest is listed on the agenda.

Near the bottom of the agenda select the link “Register to Testify"

5. Register to Testify on Bill of Interest:

Navigate to the bill of interest and select the corresponding button that says “Register to
Testify (Remote or In-Person)”

Select the manner in which you want to testify:


https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/agenda/

i. For or Against - (No written testimony and will not be testifying before the
committee)

ii. In-Person - (Will be testifying before the committee In-Person)
iii. Phone - (Will be testifying before the committee by phone)

iv. Remote / Virtual - (Will be testifying before the committee remotely via
ZOOM)

v. Written Testimony Only - (Will not be testifying before the committee)
- Include your name, address, and who you represent.
- Select the box that says “l have read, understand and agree...”
- Select "Submit/Register”
6. Receive Confirmation:
- After submitting the form, ensure you received a confirmation email.

- If you signed up to testify remotely, ensure the details on how to join the remote
testimony session are included.

Remote Testimony Help:

- See the Remote Testimony Guide for more information.

- If you are having difficulties registering or participating remotely, please email:
RemoteTestimonyHelp@lso.idaho.gov or call (208) 332-1292.

- ASL interpreters are available via Zoom for assistance if needed, for scheduling please
contact the Legislative Information Center by phone or email.

o Local #: 208-332-1000
o Toll Free#: 800-626-0471
o Deaf and hard of hearing #: 800-626-0471

o Email: idleginfo@lso.idaho.gov.

Please note 24 hours’ notice is required and is subject to availability via the contracted interpreter
service.

Tips to Prepare for Testimony:

e Committee meetings can often be delayed or rescheduled and there is no guarantee an
item will be heard when originally scheduled. The committee chair will strive to prevent
these circumstances; however, there are often situations beyond the chair’s control.

o Always check the legislative website for the most up-to-date information and any
specific instructions provided by the committee

e Registering to testify does not constitute a guarantee that registrants will be permitted to
testify if the committee chair determines that public testimony must be limited. The chair
will, however, make reasonable efforts to provide equal opportunities for in-person and
remote testimony.
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e Ensure you have the necessary technology and a stable internet connection if you plan to
testify remotely.

o Registrants may not be able to testify if there are technical issues preventing
communication between their remote location and the Statehouse. Due to this
possibility, written testimony is recommended at the time of registration.

e The Chairman/ Madam Chair will announce when a specific bill is coming up for discussion.
The bill sponsor will be the first person to speak. Once the bill sponsor is done, the Chair
will open the floor to public testimony and will call on members of the public.

o The Chair decides how many people he will allow to testify and in what order.
o All public testimony and all committee discussion must be addressed through the Chair.

e Demonstrations, applause, clapping, and signage is prohibited during a committee
meeting. You may be asked to leave by the committee chairman if you participate in
disruptive activities.

e Begin your testimony by addressing the Chairman/Madam Chair and committee members.
State your name, address, and why you are there.

o For example: “Madam Chair, members of the committee, my name is Pat Smith, I'm
from Emmett and here as a concerned citizen. | am not in favor of this bill because...”

e The Chair will likely limit testimony to 2-3 minutes and use a timer. Tip: 2-3 minutes roughly
translates to 300-420 words typed out.

o Be courteous and brief in your language.
o Try not to repeat testimony offered by previous testifiers.

o Be prepared to answer questions and respond to questions as best you can. You
need not be embarrassed if you do not have a specific answer.

e There is no right or wrong way to testify! The Idaho legislature is made up of your friends,
neighbors, and community members who have been elected to represent you. They want
to hear what you have to say.

e Legislators on the committee may enter and exit throughout the meeting as they fulfill other
commitments; do not be offended if a member leaves when you are speaking.

e Remember Legislators want to hear from you. Your input is important to them, and they
appreciate your interest in I[daho's legislative process - even if they disagree with your
position on the bill.

e Always check the legislative website for the most up-to-date information and any specific
instructions provided by the committee

By following these steps, you'll be well-prepared to submit written testimony or
register for remote testimony at the Idaho Legislature.



